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1) Culture: 
 Two ‘meanings’ of the term 
 First: a ‘whole’ way of life;  

“a way of life specific to a particular community. The culture of white, upper-class teens in an 
American suburb is quite distinct from the culture of patriarchal shepherd communities in 
mountain villages in Uzbekhistan. […]” (Ryan, xv) 

 Second: the production and circulation of meaning;  
“the deliberate design of signifying materials into meaningful artifacts. Culture in this sense 
consists of events and objects such as movies, television shows, dance concerts, rap songs, 
web postings, and the like that mean something because we share codes that determine that 
a sound or image or action will be meaningful in a certain way in a particular context or 
situation.” 
 

2) Cultural Studies – a brief historical overview: 
 (Electronic/Visual) media: central to human existence  
 Late 1950s, British literary scholars, Birmingham (beginnings) 
 Some influential works/formative in the development of a Cultural Studies “consciousness”:  

o Richard Hoggart’s The Uses of Literacy: Aspects of Working-Class Life with Special 
Reference to Publications and Entertainments (1957) 

o Raymond William’s Culture and Society, 1780-1950 (1958) 
o E.P. Thompson’s The Making of the English Working Class (1963) 
o Stuart Hall’s The Popular Arts (1964) 
o Richard Hoggart, Contemporary Cultural Studies: An Approach to the Study of 

Literature and Society (1969) 
 National Union of Teachers (NUT) 

resolution: “debasement of standards” 
“Cultural Studies” = unscientific; mass culture = unsuitable for serious study 
1960: conference on “Popular Culture and Personal Responsibility”  

 1964: The Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS) was founded by Richard Hoggart 
 1960s: advances in the methods of the cultural sciences which have made possible complex 

understanding of culture (post-structuralist theories) 
 “culture” = central place in the humanities 
 “culture”: form of power; power = no longer exclusively defined in terms of military, economic, or 

political power but can also be discovered in activities/practices 
 
3) Cultural Studies: 
 Cultural studies is interdisciplinary; cultural studies combines methods/ theories/concerns from, for 

example: 
political science, media studies, sociology, film studies, literary studies, philosophy, etc.  

to study cultural phenomena/practices in context 
 Cultural studies scholars and students concentrate on how a particular phenomena relate to e.g. 

ideology, ethnicity, social class, and gender  
 Cultural studies concerns itself with the meaning and practices of everyday life 

Cultural practices: e.g. watching television, going to shopping malls, going to the movies, 
going to the movies, etc.; or using various objects (e.g. iPods) 

 Studying the meanings and uses people attribute to various objects and practices 
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